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ALFRED JARRY

FroMm Of the Uselessness to Theatre of the
Theatre (1896)

‘Let us note that there are many theatre audiences, or at least two: that of
the intelligent, small in number, and that of large number. . .” So wrote Jarry
in reply to a questionnaire in 1896. He speaks again here for the former,
whose number he now puts at five hundred.

What follows is an index of certain things that are notoriously horrid and
incomprehensible to these five hundred spitits, and that encumber the stage
uselessly: above all the scenery and the actors.

The scenery is hybrid, neither natural nor artifice. If it looked the same as
nature it would be a superfluous duplicate. . . . It is nor artifice in the sense
that it does not offer the artist a realisation of the outside world seen
through himself, or better created by himself. . . .

There are two kinds of setting: interiors and open air. They claim to
represent rooms or natural fields. We shall not go back over the question of
the stupidity of trompe I'wil;' it is agreed upon once and for all. Let us simply
say that the said frompe /'wil creates an illusion for those who see crudely,
that is to say, do not see, and shocks and offends those who see in an
intelligent and discriminating fashion, by presenting them with a caricature
by someone with no understanding. Zeuxis deceived brute beasts, they say,
and Titian an innkeeper. . . .

We have tried beraldic scenery,’ that is to say, designing the whole of a
scene or act in a unified and uniform hue, the characters passing harmoni-
cally on the field of a coat of arms . . . each entering into the locality desired,
or better, if the author has known what he wanted, into the true scenery
which appears on stage by a process of exosmosis.” The signboard brought
on according to changes of location avoids the periodic recall from the world
of the mind caused by physical changes of scenery — scenery one perceives
above all ac the moment one sees it to be different.

In chese conditions, every part of the scenery that meets a special need —a
window that is opened, a door that is burst through — is a prop, and can be
brought on like a table or a rorch,
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