Geography of Central America - GEOG 305

Section 5951
Spring 2013
Professor: Dr. Scott S. Brown

Time/Place: TTh 11:20AM - 12:35PM - FH 140A
Office Hours: MWF: 11:30AM-12:30PM, 1:30-4:30PM

            TTH: 1:00-4:30PM
Office: FH 130

Office Phone: 661-1611

              

E-mail: ssbrown@fmarion.edu 
Required Materials:

1. Historical Atlas of Central America by Carolyn Hall and Hector Pérez Brignoli. University of Oklahoma Press, Norman, OK, 2003. 
Course Objectives:

The objective of this course is to acquaint the student with the region of Middle America and its internal sub-regions, those being Mexico, Central America, and the West Indies. Emphasis will be placed on the physical, cultural, political, economic and urban aspects of Middle America’s geography and of each of its sub-regions. Middle America is a region rich in history and cultures. It is a region where Native American, European, and, in many places, African influences have come together to form a unique set of cultures. In its historical context it has been dominated for the past 500 years by the imperialistic influences of Spain, followed those of the United Kingdom, France, the Netherlands, and, most recently, the United States. Middle America is a region which has been beset by political turmoil, economic underdevelopment and dependence, and poverty, while, more recently seeing a turn towards democracy, growth in development and industrialization, incorporation into the global economy, and growth in the middle class sector. The course will address all these topics from both a systematic and a regional perspective - from Columbus to NAFTA and from the Rio Grande to the Darien Gap of Panama.

ASSESSMENT:

Students’ performance will be evaluated based on the following components:

· 4 non-cumulative exams

· 5 current event reports

· Final in-class presentation

Examinations (75%)

· These will assess your knowledge of any material covered in lectures, readings, and video material.

· Exams consist of multiple choice, matching, fill-in, short answer, essay, and map questions.

· There will be 4 non-cumulative exams – each worth 25 points. 

· The lowest exam grade is dropped automatically. 

· The Final Exam (Exam IV) cannot be dropped, however.
· No headwear (caps, hats) will be worn in the classroom on exam days.

· Once the exam is distributed, there will be no leaving the classroom for any reason, unless an official letter of excuse is provided by Student Health Services or the Counseling and Testing Center.
· If you miss an exam or arrive more than 5 minutes late, you must present official documentation in order to justify a make-up exam. Such an allowance is made in the case of a family or personal emergency or if you are part of a sports or academic team and will be out of town on that day. In that case, please contact the instructor and schedule a make-up within one week. 
· Non-acceptable excuses include over sleeping, alarm failing to go-off, computer crashing and printer not working, car breaking down, and leaving early for vacation.
Current Event Reports (10%) and Final Report (15%)

These will consist of 5 printed or typed reports - 1 page in length. You will choose one particular country of personal interest within Latin America and follow events in that country that are related to geography throughout the course of the semester. Any late assignment will be penalized with a 10-point deduction for every class period after the date due.

Please use only newspaper articles published within the last 3 months. The report must always be turned in along with the article and a map of the country.

At the end of the semester you will give an in-class PowerPoint presentation on your country and explain the impact these events have had on a particular aspect of the country's geography. You will include at least 1 additional library source, such as a book or journal article, and turn in a bibliography of all sources used. 
FORMAT OF WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS

All written assignments must be in printed format. They must be double-spaced with 11 or 12-point font. They must contain a cover page which includes the assignment #, name, and the class. Please staple all assignments before turning them in.
**Important! Always remember to cite any direct quotations or paraphrased information that you took from the article, otherwise it is considered plagiarism! See note below on policies regarding plagiarism and academic dishonesty.

EXTRA CREDIT

There are no extra credit assignments. Please don’t ask! A high grade is only achieved by hard work throughout the entire course.

CLASSROOM CONDUCT!

The professor reserves the right to remove at any time any student from the class who acts in a disruptive or disrespectful manner. In order to be allowed re-entry into the class after such an incident the student must provide a letter signed by the Dean of Students.
Disruptive or disrespectful behavior includes anything such as talking, whispering, giggling, or smirking especially when taking place between 2 or more persons as well as eating, sleeping, texting, or checking emails, internet, etc. Any form of insolence along with whining/complaining about course material or grades also fit into this realm of unacceptable behavior. Please see the FMU Student Handbook 2011-2012, p. 75. 

Discrimination, harassment, and retaliation also constitute behaviors that will NOT be tolerated in any form whatsoever (see FMU Student Handbook 2011-2012, p. 83). BE AWARE that I will strictly enforce these norms in accordance with the FMU Honor Code and the FMU Student Handbook (pp. 73 – 83). Cases regarding violation of any of these norms of conduct will be reported to the Dean of Students.
ELECTRONIC DEVICES – Use of any and all electronic devices is PROHIBITED in class.
** Cell Phone – Please keep cell phones in the “off” mode. NO TEXTING!
** iPhone, iPad, iPod, earphones, etc. – Please do NOT use these devices in class at all!

** Laptop - Please do NOT use, unless permission is granted for a specific reason.

*** As with student conduct, the professor reserves the right to remove – with a grade of F - any student from the class who continues to use their cell phone or any other electronic device after having been warned once.
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY!

In accord with the FMU Honor Code, any evidence of cheating or plagiarism will result in the loss of all points on that exam or assignment and appropriate disciplinary action, and may result in suspension or expulsion from the University. Please see the FMU Student Handbook 2011-2012, p. 74. BE WARNED THAT I WILL STRICTLY ENFORCE THESE GUIDELINES!!! Cases regarding cheating or plagiarism will be reported to the Assistant Provost. 
COURSE OUTLINE
	Topic
	Readings
	Dates

	Environment and Territory
	Hall/Brignoli: Ch 1
	

	EXAM I
	
	Tue – Feb. 5

	Pre-Columbian Landscapes and the Spanish Conquest
	
	

	Spanish Colonial Landscapes
	Hall/Brignoli: Ch 2-3
	

	EXAM II
	
	Thu – March 5

	Mexico & Caribbean
	
	

	EXAM III
	
	Thu – April 6

	Central America
	Hall/Brignoli: Ch 4-5
	

	Final Projects
	
	April 16 & 18

	FINAL EXAM
	
	April 26 – 3:00PM


**Current Events are due on the following dates:

1/22, 2/5, 2/19, 3/5, 3/26
GRADING SCALE 

A 
= 90 – 100 

B+ 
= 87 – 89

B
= 80 – 86 

C+
= 77 – 79 

C
= 70 – 76 

D+
= 67 – 69 

D
= 60 – 66 

F
= 0 – 59 

