 
Group Counseling and Psychotherapy PSY 633
Francis Marion University
Spring Semester 2016
[bookmark: _GoBack]Instructor: William P. Wattles, Ph.D. Office: CEMC 109G Phone: (843) 661-1639
Class meets: Thursday 5:30-8:30 p.m. CEMC 109 A-2
Office Hours: 9:30 Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 9:00 Tuesday and Thursday
E-mail: wwattles@fmarion.edu     
Web page: http://people.fmarion.edu/wWattles/
Texts: Yalom, I. D. & Leszcz, M. (2005) The Theory and Practice of Group Psychotherapy, 5th ed.. New York: Basic Books. 
Class Goals: We will examine the theory, principles and techniques of group therapy and counseling. We will look at the role of the leader, the therapeutic relationship and the implications of different approaches to conducting groups. We will also examine the different stages in the group process. Class discussion will focus on critical thinking and the relationship between technique and theory. 
	Grades: Final grades will be determined as follows:
	 
	Grading scale

	Two exams  50%
	 
	A
	90-100
	C+
	77-79

	Term Paper  20%
	 
	B+
	87-89
	C 
	70-76

	Quizzes 10%
	 
	B
	80-86
	F
	<70

	Participation  20%
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


We are covering a lot of material; regular attendance and reading of assignments will be critical to this being a worthwhile class and to earning a good grade. Class participation is essential to the success of the class and to your grade. Due to the nature of the material exams will be cumulative. Participation in class requires that students attend a self-help group conducted by a group leader.  This individual is not part of the psychology department clinical faculty and will have no role in the student grades or progress through the master's program. He will only report attendance at group sessions.  
Attendance policy: The FMU catalog states: "It is the responsibility of the student to attend all scheduled meetings in the courses in which he/she is enrolled." Students missing more than two (2) classes (excused or unexcused) will be dropped from the class with a grade of NC or W. Make-up exams will be given to students with appropriate written excuses only on Dec 3, the last day of classes. 
Research Paper: Each of you will write a research paper on an aspect of group counseling and psychotherapy of interest to you. The paper needs to have a clear thesis or argument (NO OVERVIEWS). Thus, you should form an opinion on the subject and use library research and group experience to support that view. Papers should be written APA style which includes being typed double-spaced and thoroughly proofread. Papers should contain 5-8 pages of text. Your grade will focus primarily on your ability to develop and support a point of view. If necessary you may use one quote; otherwise you must paraphrase the finding when reporting research.  For more information about the paper read the Insipid Overview on my web page. Late papers will not be tolerated and will be assessed a minimum of 10 points per class that they are late. Any exceptions must be approved by me in advance. All students must submit a certificate of completion for the Academic Integrity Tutorial  
Instructor: I am a native of Maine and earned a first B.A. in Economics at Tufts University and a B.A. in psychology from the University of Texas Austin. I received my Ph.D., in Clinical Psychology, from the University of South Carolina and completed an internship at Illinois State. Prior to arriving at Francis Marion, I taught at the University of Texas-Permian Basin, the University of Maryland-European and Asian Divisions and spent two years working as a clinical psychologist at Mid-Maine Medical Center in Waterville. 
	Week 
	Beginning Date 
	Subject 

	1
	11-Jan
	Introduction 

	2
	18-Jan
	Chapter 17 Yalom

	3
	25-Jan
	Chapter 1 & 2  Yalom

	4
	1-Feb
	Chapter 3  Yalom

	5
	8-Feb
	Chapter 4  Yalom

	6
	15-Feb
	Final Draft of Paper Due,  Chapter 5 & 7 

	7
	22-Feb
	Chapter 6 Yalom

	8
	29-Feb
	Paper Rewrites Due Chapter 8  Yalom

	9
	7-Mar
	Chapter 9 Yalom

	10
	14-Mar
	Mid-term Exam 

	11
	21-Mar
	Chapter 10 & 11 Yalom

	12
	28-Mar
	Chapter 12  Yalom

	13
	4-Apr
	Chapters 13 & 14 Yalom 

	14
	11-Apr
	holiday 

	15
	18-Apr
	Chapters 15&16 Yalom

	16
	25-Apr
	Final Exam   


  
